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The title of today’s sermon is:
 “Is God Particular?”

Let us pray …

Many professing Christians like to think of God as a grandfatherly old gent who is not all that particular with one’s lifestyle, just so long as he faithfully attends church once a week and has accepted Jesus as his or her Savior. So the question is, “Is God Particular?”

Turn in your Bibles to Genesis 2:15-17 “And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 
This command was given to Adam before God created Eve in verses 21-23. Now the command was very specific as God stated, “…in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Did God leave Adam any room for negotiation if he were to slip up? So we have a forbidden tree. Was the fruit any different in size, color, shape or texture? No, it looked the same as many of the unrestricted trees in the garden. Sometimes however, there is an illusion of difference in the forbidden. So what was the difference? 

I read this from Patriarchs and Prophets, page 53. “The tree of knowledge had been made a test of their obedience and their love to God. The Lord had seen fit to lay upon them but one prohibition as to the use of all that was in the garden; but if they should disregard His will in this particular, they would incur the guilt of transgression. Satan was not to follow them with continual temptations; he could have access to them only at the forbidden tree. Should they attempt to investigate its nature, they would be exposed to his wiles. They were admonished to give careful heed to the warning which God had sent them and to be content with the instruction which He had seen fit to impart.”  {PP 53.3}

The scriptures do not tell us why Eve wandered from Adam’s side this particular day, maybe a giant butterfly caught her fancy and she followed it and before she knew it, she found herself in a near proximity to that tree. Had she realized her bearings, she may have hurried back to her husband, but she beheld a strange happening that drew her even closer. One of the beautifully marked flying serpents was nestled in the tree and he called to her. This caused her to marvel for she had seen and admired many similar serpents, but never heard one that could speak. We all know the story as she had fallen victim to that first lie, which was a direct attack on God’s character. Genesis 3:1 the deceiver asked, “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”

Her answer was in the next two verses. “And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.” This showed that she fully understood God’s command, but in verse 4 Satan said, “Ye shall not surely die.” 
Lie followed lie and in only a few moments in time, she picked a fruit and held it to her lips and took a bite. Adam discovering her gone, sought and found her by the tree and knowing her fate, he followed her transgression and this six thousand year nightmare began. Losing their garden home was painful, but then to witness in time the death in nature of trees and flowers, the fear of animals and eventually the news that their oldest son had crushed the head of his obedient son Abel, pierced their hearts with pain heretofore not known by the first parents.
So the question is, “Is God particular?” Shall we ask Adam? “Adam, Is God particular?” What do you think his answer would be if he weren’t in the sleep of death for the last 5,089 years?

Then 1,536 years after creation, God called a 480 year old man to build a boat, the size of which had never entered the mind of man. It was to be 450’ long, 75’ wide and 45’ high. He was given a message to preach regarding the destruction of the earth by a flood caused by rain.  
To all that would accept an invitation to be saved from God’s judgment, there would be room for them and their family. He faithfully preached that message until he was 600 years old. When the ark was completed, he gave God’s final call to be saved. When the angel lifted the door and sealed the ark, the probationary period for a rebellious world had been depleted. Not one on the inside would be lost in the judgment to come, and not one on the outside would be alive 8 days later. “Is God particular?” What do you think would have been the answer of one of those who tried to claw there way into the ark, when they were less than 1 foot from safety?

Having lived with his noble and unselfish uncle Abraham, Lot exhibited many of his characteristics of love and concern for his fellow man. When offered first choice of the land that he would bring his posterity to, he pitched his tent toward Sodom. Eventually he traded the country life for the big city and there raised his family. Evil knew no bounds in this corrupt city. Although a faithful man, his children were attracted to those who did not share his faith. Some married heathens and adopted the religion of their spouses, raising their own children with indifference to the God of Abraham. When the angels came and warned of the impending danger to befall Sodom in a very short time, Lot raced to the homes of his children and pleaded with them to save themselves and come with him to seek refuge far outside of the city. His children and their spouses were sure he had lost his mind and refused. After almost lingering far too long, Lot, his wife and two younger daughters barely escaped with their lives. Explicit instruction was given to run and don’t look back for judgment would befall the person or persons that do look back. 

As they were racing to safety, the fireball meteors passed over the heads of Lot and his family causing the darkness to be almost as the day, as the missiles found their mark exploding in the wicked city. Mrs. Lot fearing for her beautiful home with all of their lifetime accumulation of things, thinking about their other children and her grandkids cast one last glance backwards at the city that had become an inferno and in an instant judgment was executed and she became a pillar of salt. Today the city Sodom lies in the depths of the salty Dead Sea. Is God particular? What do you think Mrs. Lot would say if she could testify today?  

Aaron, his sons and the tribe of Levi, were selected by God, to serve as priests in the wilderness sanctuary. They had been carefully instructed with the laws pertaining to religious ceremonies, which God had given to Moses. Next to Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, had stood highest in Israel. They had been especially honored by the Lord, having been permitted with the seventy elders to behold His glory in the mount.


I read this from Patriarchs and Prophets, page 359, “A sudden and terrible calamity fell upon the family of the high priest. At the hour of worship, as the prayers and praise of the people were ascending to God, two of the sons of Aaron took each his censer and burned fragrant incense thereon, to rise as a sweet odor before the Lord. But they transgressed His command by the use of "strange fire." For burning the incense they took common fire instead of the sacred fire which God Himself had kindled, and which He had commanded to be used for this purpose.”

Now let’s read the account in Leviticus 10:1&2, “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not.  And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.”  

Continuing with Patriarchs and Prophets, page 360, “Nadab and Abihu had not in their youth been trained to habits of self-control. The father's yielding disposition, his lack of firmness for right, had led him to neglect the discipline of his children. His sons had been permitted to follow inclination. Habits of self-indulgence, long cherished, obtained a hold upon them which even the responsibility of the most sacred office had not power to break. They had not been taught to respect the authority of their father, and they did not realize the necessity of exact obedience to the requirements of God. Aaron's mistaken indulgence of his sons prepared them to become the subjects of the divine judgments.”  {PP 360.1}
Is God particular? These sons of Aaron were commanded to use sacred fire, yet Nadab and Abihu chose to ignore specific instruction and used strange fire instead. God is no respecter of persons as the Scripture points out. These were Aaron’s sons! As a result of their carelessness in detail, they became toast. If they could speak from the grave, how would Nadab and Abihu answer the question, “Is God particular?”

During a battle with the Philistines the Israelites presumptuously brought the Ark of God to the battle, assuming that God would aid them in the battle. The Israelites were soundly defeated and the Ark of God was captured. You can read the account in 1 Samuel chapters 4 & 5. The ark was kept in captivity by the Philistines, for a considerable length of time. 
So terrible were the results of housing the Ark of God that the Philistines loaded it on an ox cart and returned it to the Jews. We pick up the story in 2 Samuel 6:2-7 “And David arose, and went with all the people that were with him from Baale of Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, whose name is called by the name of the LORD of hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims. And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab which was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went before the ark. And David and all the house of Israel played before the LORD on all manner of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals. And when they came to Nachon's threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God.” 

Some Christians who hear this story wonder why did this happen? After all they built a brand new and very sturdy model ox cart out of the best materials. Uzzah was a religious man who was acting in the best interests of the Ark of God as he was merely attempting to keep the Ark of God from falling out of the cart. Why must he pay with his life for such a good deed?

The answer is that in their haste to retrieve the ark, they failed to adhere to God’s specific instructions on transporting the Ark of God. Only the tribe of Levites were to transport it and they were to put the staves through the rings in the Ark, and bear it upon their shoulders. Any other attempt to transport it would be met with swift justice.  What do you think Uzzah would say if he could tell us from the grave, the answer to the question, “Is God particular?”

Come with me now into the New Testament and let us read Acts chapter 5, verses 1-10. “But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it, at the apostles' feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things. And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him. And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.” 

 So what happened here? Let’s analyze this seemingly unjust treatment of two people that were making a gift to the early church. They sold a piece of property and gave the church a significant portion of the sale. Why were they dealt with so harshly? Here is the reason. Ananias and Saphira had made a vow to God that if He would help them sell the property, they would give the entire proceeds from the sale to the church yet in its infancy. They probably didn’t believe they would sell it for their advertised price.

Well God not only helped them sell the property, but the proceeds from the sale were substantially more than what they thought they would be able to sell the property for. So, greed set in and they reasoned that they can still give a lot more than their original intention, and still hold on to a smaller portion of the sale. Everyone should be happy, right? Wrong, they vowed to God to give it all. In this transaction, they broke several commandments and fell prey to Satan’s temptations. The church was too new to have such corruption. It shows that God is not a respecter of persons and He dealt with the transgression swiftly. 
What would be the answer to the question, “Is God Particular?”, if Ananias and Saphira had opportunity to answer it? 

Adam and Eve, the antediluvians which were those living at the time before the advent of the flood, Lot his wife and two daughters, Nadab and Abihu the sons of Aaron, Uzzah the good intentioned servant, Ananias and Saphira, deceivers in the early church, what have they in common and what do these stories have to do with us anyway?

My brothers and sisters God has put the lessons learned by others in the scriptures for what? 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 

Now based on the scripture we just read, why are these stories in the Bible? Are they there just to entertain the reader? No, they are there for instruction in righteousness. We should have learned, from these accounts, that God is particular, He does mean what He says. He is not a grandfatherly old gent that winks at sin. 

When we read the Bible we must apply what we are reading and do some thorough introspection of our own lives. Apply what we are reading to see how we measure up. Let’s examine these stories in the light of our own lives. Here we are in 2016, 15 years shy of 6,000 years from the day that Eve had fallen prey to the devil’s temptations. What was the cause of her downfall? The answer is in 1 John 2:16 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” All sin can be traced to one or more of these three things. 

Now let’s apply this to Eve. Genesis 3:6 “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food (lust of the flesh), and that it was pleasant to the eyes (lust of the eyes), and a tree to be desired to make one wise (the pride of life), she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat.” Transgression of God’s specific command. 
Every one of us here when we were in rebellion against heaven, we were lovers of the world feeding our selfish desires and having our own way, and doing those things that heaven would not approve. We were in a lost condition. 
Then we received Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we died to self and the world, and began a new life in Jesus. The question is; how is it with you today? The devil has a smorgasbord of temptations to appeal to the flesh, as well as the eyes and the pride of life. 1 John 2:15 says, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” Is God particular? The following verse 16 we read a minute ago, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”
Why were only 8 people saved on the ark? There may have been a billion or more people in the world; why only 8? Because they heard the word and failed to take it seriously and they continued to live their lives day in and day out with no change in their lifestyle, no change in their behavior. 

What about us? When we were baptized, did we come out of the water a new creature in Christ, or did we come out a wet sinner, living life as usual? 

Why was Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of salt? She ignored God’s specific instructions not to look back. Her affections were not on God, but on her city home and her world loving children. God says to us, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” Like the Israelites in the wilderness, do we still crave the fleshpots of Egypt? Is that not the “Lust of the flesh?”
Psalm 101:2, 3 reads, “I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.  I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: …” Do we in our homes, behave in a perfect way and a perfect heart, and set no wicked thing before our eyes? Now this would include much on TV that the world loves. Satan makes it desirable, but let’s face it, it falls under the lust of the eyes. 
Why were the sons of Aaron; Nadab and Abihu struck dead by D God?

The servant of the Lord said, “Nadab and Abihu would never have committed that fatal sin had they not first become partially intoxicated by the free use of wine. They understood that the most careful and solemn preparation was necessary before presenting themselves in the sanctuary, where the divine Presence was manifested; but by intemperance they were disqualified for their holy office. Their minds became confused and their moral perceptions dulled so that they could not discern the difference between the sacred and the common.” “It is the effect of sin to deaden the moral perceptions, so that the wrongdoer does not realize the enormity of transgression, and without the convicting power of the Holy Spirit he remains in partial blindness to his sin.” 


How would their sin apply to us today? Jesus said in Luke 21:34 “And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts (That is your minds) be overcharged with surfeiting (that is overeating and intemperance), and drunkenness (one can be drunk with false doctrine and the world’s entertainment, like football and basketball, which we tend to justify watching as if God is that grandfatherly old gent that gives us an exception, because He’s not that particular when He said love not the world), and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.” 


Let me ask you, each day, is the time we spend reading and studying and preparing our souls for Christ’s soon return greater than the time we watch television? If the answer is no, then the next question would be, is there oil in your lamp?
Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God.” “The fate of Uzzah was a divine judgment upon the violation of a most explicit command. Through Moses the Lord had given special instruction concerning the transportation of the ark. None but the priests, the descendants of Aaron, were to touch it, or even to look upon it uncovered.” “Upon Uzzah rested the greater guilt of presumption. Transgression of God's law had lessened his sense of its sacredness, and with unconfessed sins upon him, he had in the face of the divine prohibition, presumed to touch the symbol of God's presence. God can accept no partial obedience, no lax way of treating His commandments.” 
There is a thin line between faith and presumption. We must re-examine our own lives and how we hold each of God’s Ten Commandments, making sure that we are not allowing presumption to substitute for our faith. When it is communion Sabbath, do we prepare for the sacred service?

In closing, as we look at the broken vow made to God by Ananias and Saphira, have we made any vows to God that we have not kept? Do we have regular worship in our homes? Are we faithful with the tithe and our offerings? Have we been true to our baptismal vows?

Let us pray…

